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Almost two years on from the outbreak of 
Covid-19 in England and the virus is still 
present. But there does appear to be a 
feeling of the Capital beginning to reawaken 
and the streets starting to fill with tourists, 

workers, sightseers, and fun-seekers. 

The Master, Wardens and Court members 
hope that whatever your position in our 
trade, life for you is returning to something 
like normal. 

If there is any way in which we can help, 
please contact us at admin@thewchcd.co.uk 

 

Installation Dinner 
Haberdashers’ Hall 
9 September 2021 

 
l to r: Rick Alford (Deputy Master); Lady and Sir Andrew Parmley;  
Michael Cullen (Master) and Ms Kathy Miller; Wendy Sorrell (Renter 

Warden); Steve Plumb (Upper Warden) 

Master Rick Alford handed over the chain of 
office after two years in the chair at the 
Installation Court meeting at Haberdashers’ 
Hall in September 2021.  

This double term of office was brought about 
by the interruption of the Covid pandemic, 
giving Rick the opportunity to enjoy the first 
few months of year one, and some 
resumption of activity towards the end of 
year two. 

Rick tells us “During my two years as Master 
I had many enjoyable experiences at our 
company events. For the first six months of 
my tenure, I represented the Company at 

many City events as well as travelling as far 
as Cornwall and Coventry. Sadly, when the 
pandemic hit, all Livery and City functions 
were put on hold, and I missed out on many 
of the major events such as The United Guilds 
Service, the Ironbridge weekend, the Lord 
Mayor’s Banquet and of course The Royal 
Garden Party, which were all cancelled. 

We were able to hold a small Court and 
Installation Lunch, in September 2020, and a 
few weeks later another Lunch for the Cab 
Guide graduates before the next lockdown. 

When we finally opened up again, I was able 
to represent the Company at a service in St. 
Paul’s and several Luncheons and Dinners 
given by other Companies. 

I finally handed over the reins to the new 
Master, Michael Cullen, at our September 
Court and Dinner at Haberdashers’ Hall. I 
wish him all good luck in his year of office.” 

We would also like to thank Rick’s Consort, 
Maggie Alford, for all she did to hold the 
Admin office together after the departure of 
our Clerk. Maggie kindly gave her time to the 
Company freely and generously and her 
sterling work kept the WCHCD on track 
during the pandemic. 

 
Outgoing consort Maggie Alford (left) welcomes Kathy Miller to the role 

At the September meeting, we were pleased to 
welcome our new Administrator, Carole 
Seawert, of whom you can find out more a little 
later on in this issue.  
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The new Master, Michael Cullen was pleased 
to welcome Sir Andrew Parmley, guest 
speaker, and confer on him the honour of 
Honorary Liveryman. 

 

He also welcomed Dan Severin who has taken 
up the position as an Assistant on the Court. 

 

And a group of Cab Guide Course graduates. 

 

Well done to all of you.  

Liverymen’s Dinner 
Saddlers’ Hall 
11 November 

On Armistice Day we were pleased to be back 
at Saddlers’ Hall for the next event in the 
Company Calendar, the Liverymen’s Dinner. 

Here, we were joined by another group of 
successful Cab Guide Course graduates. 

 

To the September and November groups, we 
offer our congratulations and hope that your 
newly acquired tour guiding skills offer you a 
fun, interesting and profitable way to enhance 
your appeal to customers.  

Read more about the Cab Guide Course later 
in this issue.  

Some words from 
the Master 

Since my Installation I have been invited to 
a huge number of functions. 

Lunches with the Farmers’, Lightmongers’, 
Spectacle Makers’, and a Past Masters’ 
lunch. 

Dinners with the Turners’, Tobacco Pipe 
Makers’, Saddlers’, and the City Licensing 

Commission. 

I have been to various presentations, up to 
RAF Wittering, for a welcome back evening.  

The City Sheep Drive, the Quiz Night with 
our Army affiliation, and I was able to take 
part in the Lord Mayor’s Show. 

The following day I attended St Paul’s for the 
City Remembrance Sunday Service. 

And before Christmas I was joined by 
members of the Company at St Bartholomew 
the Great for the annual Carol Service. 

At the Turners’ exhibition I won a piece of 
wood turning in a raffle. And there have been 
a series of varied and interesting lectures. 

I am thoroughly enjoying being Master and 
I’ve learnt a great deal about the way the City 



operates, and about the traditions of the 
different Livery Companies. It amazed me 
the different things that Livery Companies 
do at their dinners. 

If anybody is thinking of progressing 
through the Court to become Master, it is a 
wonderful opportunity. You would not regret 
it.  

I am very much looking forward to the rest 
of my year as Master. 

Kindest regards and keep safe and well, 

Michael.  

The Annual Sheep 
Drive 

As any Freeman of the City knows, that 
oblong certificate was once your permission 
to drive your sheep across the River Thames. 
And each year the Worshipful Company of 
Woolmen exercise that right and enable 
others to do the same.  

This year, the WCHCD were pleased to have 
a stand on the south bank of Southwark 
Bridge advertising the Company and its 
events, charities and military affiliations, 
and also an LEVC Taxi giving our team the 
chance to speak to members of the public 
about our trade and the electric vehicles. 

 

This year’s celebrity was Yorkshire 
Shepherdess and television series star 
Amanda Owen. You can read more about the 
Sheep Drive on their website Here  

WCHCD & 20 Sqn 
Quiz Night 

November saw us make a return to the 
Sergeants Mess at Regent’s Park Barracks 
for the first time since 2019 and we were 
made to feel as welcome as ever. 

Members of the WCHCD and their friends 
and family mixed with the soldiers of 20 
Transport Squadron Royal Logistic Corps, 
our Army Affiliation, to make teams for a 
very entertaining Quiz Night. This is a 
regular fixture in our calendar and although 
things can get pretty competitive during the 
rounds, who wins never seems to be too 
important in the end and a good night was 
had by all. 

Thank you to all who supported this event 
and we look forward to being back at the 
Barracks in the summer for the annual 
driving skills day.  

 

Christmas at St Bart’s 

For many in the 
WCHCD the 
Service of Nine 
Lessons and 
Carols at the 
Church of St 
Bartholomew the 

Great kicks off the 
festive season.  

The Master and members of the Company 
were pleased to be back at St Bart’s, the 
WCHCD’s spiritual home. There was an 
excellent turn out and the Masters of the 
various Companies represented: Tax 
Advisers’, Butchers’, Actuaries’, Farmers’, 
Communicators’, and WCHCD were each 
given one of the readings to deliver. 

This is an annual event and we would 
encourage anyone who would like to attend 
this December to book in early to avoid 
disappointment as spaces are limited. The 
service was followed by a very enjoyable 
dinner at Butchers’ Hall where the singing of 
the Twelve Days of Christmas and a close-
up magic show kept us very entertained.  

https://sheepdrive.london/


Welcome to our new 
Administrator 

 

Meet our Company Administrator, Carole 
Seawert, who joined us on a part-time basis 
in August. 

Carole is not new to the livery world: she 
joined the Worshipful Company of Marketors 
in 2013 where she is currently a Court 
Assistant. She also spent four years working 
part-time for the Worshipful Company of 
Scientific Instrument Makers, helping them 
with their marketing and communications 
and assisting the Clerk with the day-to-day 
running of the Company.  

Carole has a background in marketing and 
PR and was previously head of public 
relations at the Financial Times.  

For the rest of the week when she isn’t 
working for us, Carole is a self-employed 
copywriter. She helps professional service 
and finance firms, as well as corporate 
clients, with their messaging and tone of 

voice and their written marketing materials. 

Here are five non-work facts about Carole. 

1. She lived in Thailand for five years as a 
child. 

2. She has two Turkish Van cats, Charlie 
and Lola. 

3. Her online alter ego is Apostroph3Woman 
whose mission is to save the English-
speaking world from misusing apostrophes.  

4. She is a keen photographer who loves 
taking shots of nature.  

5. She is a keep fit enthusiast who enjoys 
Pilates, yoga and swimming.  

You can reach Carole by email on 
admin@thewchcd.co.uk and by phone on 
07423 198971.  

Cab Guide Course 
Update 

Tom Hutley and Steve Bates tell us: 

The 2020 pandemic altered many of our 
working lives, but undeterred and through 
rigorous planning, the WCHCD still 
managed to run its usual quota of two Cab 
guiding courses a year. One in Spring and 
one in Autumn. 

Aside from the initial Spring 2020 (S20) 
course having to be postponed after two 
weeks due the first Covid outbreak, all 
subsequent courses have managed to go 
ahead on the planned dates, uninterrupted. 

 

Speaking with Steve Bates, Course Director 
of the WCHCD Cab Guiding Certification, he 
highlighted some of the initial challenges 
Covid presented. 

“S20 resumed in June with strict social 
distancing on the walks and in the classroom. 
The Museum locked down again for exam 
day, so students had to sit around the 
gardens outside on the Rotunda or on St 
Alphege Highwalk!” 

Students of the Spring 2020 were presented 
their badges and certificates by Master Rick 
Alford at a special ceremony at Bakers’ Hall. 

However, following the Summer of 2020, 

there were some concerns of upcoming 
restrictions. Steve added: 

“With so much uncertainty and so little funds 
in the second half of 2020, understandably 
we had reduced numbers for the Autumn 
2020 course. But a very hardworking and 
attentive group all passed. Sadly, we were 
unable to have a formal presentation, but 
instead opted for awards to be handed out 
outside The Blackfriar Pub.” 

With the world adapting to living with Covid, 
2021 was thankfully kinder to the course in 
terms of stability. 

“We thankfully achieved full numbers for 
S21, with some disruption or very, very large 
classrooms to enable distancing. 20 out of the 
22 passed the Course. Awards were given by 

https://twitter.com/Apostroph3Woman
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our newly elected Master Michael Cullen at 
Haberdashers’ Hall.” 

Steve remarks how Autumn 2021 personally 
was his most successful course yet!  

“No resits were necessary, all 20 passing 
with flying colours, and receiving their 
awards from the Master at Saddlers’ Hall.” 

Steve and the Education Committee are 
hoping that Covid will not be causing any 
problems in the future, the proof is in the 
pudding that if the course can run four 
successful courses across a major global 
pandemic, then the course should be able to 
adapt and continue its successes in future 
years. 

“One slight change to the format (not Covid 
related) for S22 is the practical exam will be 
moved to Clerkenwell. If successful, we hope 
this will lead to it moving to Southwark or 
even further afield in the future.” 

If you know of any drivers or members who 
are yet to do the WCHCD Cab Guiding 
qualification, please share the following link; 
https://thewchcd.co.uk/cabguide-course/ 

Or you can email the course administrators 
at cabguidecourse@thewchcd.co.uk  

 

Farewell Clive 

It is with regret that we have to inform you 
of Clive Bayard’s passing.  Clive had been an 
important part of the annual Disney Trip to 
Paris, giving his time so generously as our 
dedicated photographer. 

For almost 20 years he took thousands of 
photos throughout the whole weekend from 
Canary Wharf, on the ferry, fuel stops, day 
in the park, the character dinner and the 
return journey. 

He was always laughing and smiling, even 
though he had many challenges including 
losing his glasses when trying to get that 
perfect shot out of a speeding car window. 

Although he was not a member of the 
Company, he also gave his time 
photographing our Royal Charter Ceremony. 

 

We were very pleased that Clive and his wife 
Ruth were able to celebrate our 25th 
Anniversary Dinner at the Mansion House 
with the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress in 
2018. 

Clive will be sorely missed, and our thoughts 
are with his family at this sad time.  

Our Affiliation with 
Royal Docks Academy 

In the 15th Century many Livery Companies 
set up their own schools to ensure those who 
worked in their industries were well 
educated and indeed just a few still exist 
today. Obviously modern-day Companies do 
not do this, but do ‘affiliate’ with schools to 
which they can relate and help. So, it was in 
2008, when Andrew Overton was Master, 
that he asked for help from one of our 
members who had been born and raised in 
Docklands to find a suitable school, which 
was Royal Docks Community School. 

Without ‘being on the inside’ it is quite 
difficult to work out how best to help a 
school, but by becoming a Governor that 
changes the whole perspective.  

Royal Docks has been in existence for just 
over 20 years. It is a very diverse school with 
over 60 different languages spoken and it is 
very inclusive with over 50% of the students 
entitled to Pupil Premium (a sum of money 
from the Government to help disadvantaged 
children) and over 20% with special 
educational needs. As a result, it had 
struggled to improve its academic standard 
above the OFSTED rating of ‘Requiring 
improvement’. At the end of 2017 the 
Governors were so concerned about this 
they persuaded The Burnt Mill Academy 
Trust to take the school over and replace the 
then head teacher and improve the quality of 
teaching.  

https://thewchcd.co.uk/cabguide-course/
mailto:cabguidecourse@thewchcd.co.uk


In September, Andrew, as chair of 
Governors, was summoned to the school as 
OFSTED came calling, to be interviewed by 
the lead Inspector, whilst they undertook 
what is called a Section 5 Inspection over 
two whole days. So, in some trepidation 
Andrew sat with the OFSTED team at the 
end of the second day for the verdict....’Good’ 
for quality of education; ‘Good’ for behaviour 
and attitudes; ‘Good’ for personal 
development; ‘Good’ for leadership and 
management. So for the first time in 20 years 
this school has a GOOD overall rating 
thanks to the work and dedication of the 
BMA trust and all the staff. Of course, the 
Governors like to think they played their 
part in all this as well. 

 
Careers talk on the Hospitality Industry 

 
The Head Girl meeting HRH at the presentation of the WCHCD Royal 

Charter 

 
Andrew Overton with the 2019 Progress Award students 

Andrew also leads on career development 
and uses ‘Livery Schools Link’ a group 
funded by all the Livery Companies to help 
schools develop the career strategies in line 
with Government requirements, known as 

the ‘Gatsby Benchmarks’. Royal Docks 
Academy of course does a lot more than that, 
with speakers going in on a regular basis, 
trips and visits, work experience etc. 

Our Company’s Charity allocates a sum of 
money each year which is used for the 
WCHCD Progress Awards and other 
activities. We recently managed to get the 
Royal Navy in for two days of leadership and 
teamwork training for 18O students in year 
ten. 

As some of you know, we invite the head boy 
and the head girl to the Founders Day Lunch 
and each year we organise a very special day 
at the Barber Surgeons’ Hall where ten 
students meet a whole range of top surgeons 

and clinicians.  

 
Students labelling their ‘blood samples’ at Barber Surgeons Hall 

Follow the WCHCD 

You can find us at the WCHCD Website 
www.thewchcd.co.uk  

 

 Our Instagram feed is here: 
https://www.instagram.com/thewchcd/?hl=en  

 One YouTube we’re at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpJ
DvkcONg4LhdSwd2fqbQA 

 And on Twitter we’re at: 
https://twitter.com/TheWCHCD  

Please drop us a line if you have any news, 
stories or pictures that will be of interest to 
members. The email address for the PR team 
is communications@thewchcd.co.uk  
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